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Related Information About Access to Applications Maintained in the Image File 
Wrapper System (IFW) and Access to Pending Applications in General 

A member of the public, acting without a.power to inspect, cannot order applications maintained in the IFW system 
through the FIU. If the member of the public is entitled to a copy of the application file, then the file is made 
available through the Public Patent Application Information Retrieval system (Public PAIR) on the USPTO internet 
web site (www.uspto.gov). Terminals that allow access to Public PAIR are available in the Public Search Room. 
The member of the public may also be entitled to obtain a copy of all or part of the application file upon payment of 
the appropriate fee. Such copies must be purchased through the Office of Public Records upon payment of the 
appropriate fee (37 CFR 1.19(b)). 

For published applications that are still pending, a member of the public may obtain a copy of: 
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patent application publication, or an international patent application publication in accordance with PCT 
Article 21(2), a member of thepublic may obtain a copy of. the file contents; the pending application as 
originally filed; or any document in the file of the pending application. 
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registration, a U.S. patent application publication, or an international patent application publication in 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention is aimed to provide a valve prothesis 
(IV) especially used in case of aortic stenosis, which struc- 
ture is capable of resisting the powerful recoil force and to 
stand the forceful balloon inflation performed to deploy the 
valve and to embed it in the aortic anmilus. A valve prothesis 
for implantation in a body channel according to the inven- 
tion comprises a collapsible valvular structure and an 
expandable frame on which said valvular structure is 
mounted. The valvular structure is composed of a valvular 
tissue compatible with the human body and blood, the 
valvular tissue being sufficiently supple and resistant to 
allow said valvular structure to be deformed from a closed 
state to an opened state. Said valvular tissue forms a 
continuous surface and is provided with guiding means 
formed or incorporated within, said guiding means creating 
stiffened zones which induce said valvular structure to 
follow a patterned movement in its expansion to its opened 
state and in its turning back to its closed state. The valvular 
structure can be extended to an internal cover which is 
fastened to the lower end of the valvular structure to prevent 
from regurgitation. 



